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VMIA INSURANCE – AUSPICE ARRANGEMENTS


The CSO Insurance Program offers coverage for auspice arrangements, enabling unincorporated community groups to access the program through their Neighbourhood House. This support option benefits the community by expanding the neighbourhood house's range of activities. However, it also requires the Neighbourhood House Board to take on responsibility and control over the group's risk management.

It is important to note that the auspice and insurance program does not provide insurance cover for individual participants. For more information on how cover works, refer to the VMIA Insurance Guidance Document, or directly to the VMIA on:
· CSO Insurance Guide 
· Neighbourhood House Quick Reference Guide
· Contact: 03 9270 6990, contact@vmia.vic.gov.au 

Auspice Checklist: 

☐	Neighbourhood House assumes financial, legal and administrative control	
	The group must agree to allow the Neighbourhood House financial, legal, and administrative oversight and direction. This does not mean the group loses its ability to manage itself, but written arrangements should outline the group's activities, how the Neighbourhood House will be kept informed and exercise control, and how any changes will be communicated and approved.               
Without agreement for control the auspice is invalid. 

☐ 	Board Resolution to accept the Auspice Arrangement 
The Board should evaluate the merits, benefits, and risks associated with the additional activities of the unincorporated group. It is essential that the Board ensures the organisation has sufficient capacity to manage and oversee the group's activities. The Board must approve and pass a resolution confirming that the organisation agrees to auspice the unincorporated group and their activities.
Without formal resolution by the Board the auspice is invalid. 

☐ 	Confirmation of auspice must be made in writing to the VMIA
The Neighbourhood House must inform the VMIA that they have established the auspice, assumed responsibility and control for the group and this has been passed by resolution of the Board. 
Without written confirmation to the VMIA the auspice is invalid. 

If an incident occurs within an unincorporated group and a claim is made through the VMIA, the VMIA will investigate the organisation's responsibility and control over the auspice arrangement to determine eligibility. It is crucial that members of the unincorporated group understand the insurance conditions and agree to the terms of coverage.
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